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Of all knowledge the knowledge of our duties is certainly 
the most important. No eulture is more netessary than the 
moral culture of the heart. Human laws reach only to over 
acts and do but imperfectly restrain men fromthe commis. 
sion of crimes. Religious considerations alone are ealculat- 
ed to reach the heart and secure that on the side of virtue. 
In this view, the bible, is undoubtedly the best book ever 
published. Next tothe bible, are to be ranked thuse useful 
religious books, which illustrate christian doctrines and do. 
ties. - Many ‘new and interesting works of this kind ar 
daily published both in Europe and America, Few 
indiyiduals, however, except among the opulent, ar 
able to purchase all the books of this kind, which they may 
have leisure and inclination to read, But by a union of pe 
cuniary efforts, among all who are well inclined to the caus 
of religion, a large and respectable religious library is, 
with a trifling expease to individuals, easiiy established,— 
Urider these impressions, a number of persons in this coum 
ty, have joined to establishan Carlisle, what is called Cum 
berland County Theological Likrary, undér the immediate 
inspection of the clergy of Carlisle and a considerable num 
ber of valuable books have already been procured. Lars 
additions will be constantly making, as the subscribers it 
crease. Any person paying five doilars becomes a proprit& 
tor of one share, with a right of transferring the sam 
whenever it is wished, [t is hoped- that the institution, 
which is now in its infancy, may meet with encouragement 
and patronage throughout the county. Dvmnations of use. 
ful books will be thankfully received, and a recerd, kept of 
all such donations, All persons -friendly to the diffusion 
of religious knowledge, and especially parents who wish to 
promote a taste for reading religious books in their families, 
on the Sabbath, or at other times, are invited to lend their 
aid, to promote an institution, which bids fair to be exten 
sively useful! to the community, and especially to the. rising 
generation, whose benefit will be consulted in the choice of 
-such books as may amuse and instruct them without corrup, 
ting their hearts, i , “ft 
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MEMOIR OF THE LATE REY. J. BROWN OF 
HADDINGTON. 


(CONTINUED.) 
Mr. Brown’s remarkable Expressions during his last illness. 


If Christ be magnified in my life, that is the great matter 
I wish for. Often we read history as atheist or deists, ra- 
ther than as Christians. ‘To read of events without observ. 
ing the hand of God ia them, isto read as atheists; and, 
to read and not observe how all events conduce to carry on 
the work of redemption, is to read as deists. A piece of 
history hath often amused me when my natural spirits were 
low ;. but now [ find no pleasure, except in meditating on 
the promises of God. 

The doctrine of grace reigning through righteousness, is 
good to live with, aud good to die with. O! whata happy 
life a christian might have, if he were always persuaded of 
the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord? If there 
were any such thing as exchange of learniag, I would willing- 
ly quit with all my Knowledge of languages and other things, 
were it a thousand times more extensive, experimentally to 
know what that meaneth—*“ I am crucified with Christ, 
nevertheless I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and 
the lite whichel dow live in the flesh, I live by the faith of 
the Son. of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.” 
I think that, this evening, | am no worse; but do not wish 
to havea will in the matier; onlysI would not desire tolive 


and not be able for Christ’s work ; though perhaps, were 
Vou. L L | 
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God 80 ordering it, he would enable me to bear that too. 
No doubt I have met with trials as well as cthers ; yet the 
Lord hath always been so kind to me, that I think if he were 
to give me as many years as I have lived in this world, I 
would not desire one single circumstance in my lot to be 


changed, but that I had less sin. I have often wondered at . 


the favour which men have shewn to me; but much more 
at the favour of God to sucha great transgressor. O! to be 
with God! to see him as he is! to know him even as we are 
known! Itis worth not merely doing for, but dying for, to 
see a gracicus God. 

About the year , God said to my sonl “ I have loved 
thee with an everlasting love;” and O! how taithful he 
hath been to me since. There would not have been more 
grace shewn in the redemption of the chief of devils, than in 
saving me. ‘The same price would have ransomed them: 
the same strivings would have overcome them. Men may 
talk against the sovereignty of redeeming love as they will ; 
but had it not been sovereign, infinitely sovereign, I should 
as certainly have been damned as if I were in hell already. 
Were it not that God foresaw our prevocations from eterni- 
ty, he never could have continued his love toward me, the 
great transgressor, the arrant rebel. Yet I hope, he is now 
preparing me fer being ever with himself. 

O! how these words—“ He loved me, and gave himselt 
for me,” once penetrated my heart, and made me cry, 
«* Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless 
his holy name.” Notwithstanding all my wickedness, God 
hath put a bridle in my mouth: and though I have been a 
most preverse sinner, yet he hath strangely restrained me. 
This he hath done chiefly by his loving kindness and tender 
mercy: 

I desire to depart, and be with Christ, which is far better 
than life. ‘Though I have lived sixty years very comforta- 
bly, yet [would gladly turn my back on you all, to be with 
Christ. O! how ‘pleasant to enjoy fellowship with Christ ! 
Any little acquaintance [ have had with him, deeply convinc- 
eth me of thiss And, Oh! how much more pleasure 
might I have had, but for my own folly and wickedness! 
I now think that I could willingly die to see him, 
who is * white and ruddy, the chiefest among ten thou. 
sand.” 

Addressing himself to his two sons in the ministry, he 
said, with peculiar, earnestness, O! labour, labour for Christ, 
while you have strength. I now repent that I have been so 
lazy and slothiul in his service. O! commend Jesus. [ 
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have been looking at him for these many“\ears, and yee 
never could find a flaw in him, but. what was of my own 
making; but he has seen ten thousand faults in me. Justly 
may he say of me—“ Sixty years long have t been grieved 
with this rebel ;” and as justiy may I add, * where my sin / 
hath abounded, God’s grace hath much more abounded.” 
O! how comely and gracious a persunage hath Jesus been 
in my sight! Many a kind friend 1 have had, butnone like 
Christ, in loving kindness and tender mercies I kuow not 
if I shall ever see you together again; but O! labour to 
win souls to Christ. There is none like Christ. I am sure, 
a poor worthless wretch he has had of me: buta precious, 
superlatively precious Christ i have had of him. Never 
grudge either purse or person for him. I can say I was 
never a loser by any time spent, or by any money given for 
him. 

At another time—O ! the pains, said he, God has been at 
to save me, and the pains I have been at to destroy myself! 
But he hath partly gained, and, I hope he will completely 
gain the victory. I find reading tires me, walking tires me, 
riding tires me; but were I once with Jesus above, fellow- 
ship with him will never tire. ‘ So shall we be for ever 
with the Lord.” If doubting, disputing, and trampling on 
his kindness, could have made him change his love, it would 
never have been continued to me. ‘Though I have never 
been left to commit gross crimes, yet he knows the outra- 
geous wickedaess of my heart; such wickedness as would 
have provoked any but a God of infinite love, to cast me 
into hell. Yet lo! Lastead of casting me thither, he takes 
me to his bosom, and says, * I have loved thee with an 
everlasting love.” How hath the Lord borne and carried 
me! He hath indeed visited me with stripes; but never ex- 
cept when [ richly deserved them. 

[ was young when left by my parents; yet their instruc- 
tions, accompanied with God’s dealings, ‘made such an iin- 
pression on my heart, as, £ hope, will continue with me to 
all eternity. I have served several masters: but none so 
kind as Christ. IE have dest with many honest men: but 
no creditor like Christ. Had I ten thousand hearts, they 
should all be given to Christ; and had i ten thousand 
bodies, they should all be empioyed in lacouring fur his ho- 
nour. Repeating these wortis > “ Thou artmy God, I will 
prepare thee an habitation; my father’s God, and i will 
exalt thee.”—He added, we should reckon him a madman 
who would throw away a father’s estate; but heis iafizitely 
more foolish who would cast off a father’s God. O! what 
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kindness God has heaped upon me since the year —— ! 
O! what kind strugglings! what kind smilings! what kind 
over-lookings of my outrageous wickedness! Of a truth, he 
hath shewed himself to be God, and not man, in his deal- 
ings with me. In my mad attempts, he hath ‘often stopped 
me; my mad wishes he has often’refused to grant; and 
my ‘mad words, he hath often seemed to overlook. Under 
the pressure of bodily pain, he would repeat these lines of 
Watts with much feeling :— 





“ Soon may the storms of trouble beat 
“ The house of bondage down, 
“ And let the prisoner fly !” 


and add, I wonder I have so much health as [ have. Many 
of ‘my fellow-siuners, and many who have never sianed to 
my extent, are now in the place of torment, without any 
hope of deliverance, while my’ heart i is ina measure filled 
with God’s praise. 

Hearing of the more Biacyed spread of the gospel— 
Well, said he, may it spread! Itis the alone ‘source of my 


corafort, and every sinner is as welcome as I. ' How plea- 


sant; that neither great sins, nor great troubles, ean alter 
these consolations ! These words were once sweet:y impres- 
sed on my heart—“ Where ‘sia abounded, grace did much 
more abound.” How it delighted me to see God taking ad- 
vantage of my great sinfulness, to make manifest his greater 
grace. QO! the sovereigniy of God! I think he hath used 
more meats to subdue the enmity of my heart, and its re- 
bellion, than he*hath used for an hundred besides. How 
astonishing, said he, as he was taking a kittle wine, that 
God’s Son should be obliged to take gall and vinegar to 
drink, when his thirst was great, and [ have wine, when my 
thirst is by no means excessive! Howl long to drink of 
the new wine of my Father’s kingdom, which will hurt 
neither head nor heart !—-O! that 1 had ail the worid around 
me, that { might tell them of Christ! Had I ten thousand 
tongues, and ten thousand hearts, and were employing 
them all in the commendation of Christ, I could not do for 
his honour what he hata dcese:ved, considering hs kindness 
to me. : 

“ He hateth puiting away.” Iam sure I have found 
that to be true: ter O! the provocations I have given to 
God to cast me off; and yet, to this day, he crowneth me 
with loving kindness and tender mercies! How astonish- 
ugthe necessity of the love of the Son of God! once, I 
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thought, I got a ravishing sight of the necessity of his lov- 
ing me, thesinrer. He said, “ Other sheep I have ; these 
also must I bring.” O! his kindness! his kindness !—I 
have shared of his frowns as well as of his smiles—little 
frowns in comparison with what I deserved. Yet, when- 
ever I abused those frowns, as well as his smiles, he hath 
ever overcome me with tender mercies, I am weak, but I 
am well considering I am sucha sinner. Truly I may say, 
«Goodness and mercy haye followed me all the days of 
my life ;” and I bope to dwell in the house of the Lord 
for ever. O! to be where they hunger no more; neither 
thirst any more; but are filled with the fatness of Gods 
house ! ’ 

~ To one of his younger children he said with great ear- 
nestness, Now cry to God, “ Thou art my Father.” Ido 
not think I was older than you when God caused me to 
claim him; and Oh! God has been a good Father to me! 
it ig long since God said to me, “ Leave thy fatherless chil- 
dyen with me, I will preserve them alive ; and let thy wi- 
dow trustin me.” As I know not but I am dying of this 
illness, I have endeavoured to cast you on the Lord. But 
see also that you cast yourself upon him, At another time, 
Were it not that the blood of Jesus cleanseth from al] 
sin, damnation would be my lot; but “in him I have re- 
demption through his blood, the forgiveness of sin, ac- 
cording to the riches of his grace ;” and if Christ be 
glorified to the highest, and I ashamed to the lowest, Iam 
content. 

" § think the early death of my father and mother, the death 
of a beloved wife and children, wrought, in a remarkable 
way for my good. I could not but notice when God took 
away these, he always supplied their room with himself. 
May he'deal thus with you of my family when I dic! As 
to my recovery, I wish that God may do what is most for 
his glory, and forthe good of my soul. Were it lefi to me 
Whether f would choose life or death, { would refer it whol- 
ly to God himself. All my days I have been rebelling 
against and ‘yexing*his Holy Spirit: yet I may say, this hati 
been the sum of his conduct to me—* He wrought tow his 
names sake, that it should not be polluted.” O! how 
God hath exemplified that scripture in his conduct to me 
—‘ If thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give 
him driak ;” and inso doing, I hope he hath heaped hearts 
melting coals of fire upon my head. Any thing i hiow 
about religion is this, that [ have found great weakucss aad 
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wickedness about myself, and grace, mercy, and loveliness. 
about Jesus. 

To hissons in the ministry, he repeated the exhortation 
which he had given before: O labour, labour to win souls 
to Christ. I will say this for your encouragement, that 
when the Lord led me out to be most diligent this way, he 
poured in most comfort into my heart, so that he gave me 
my reward in my besom; and when [ have tried to help 
vacancies, the Lord has ever repaid me well with glimpses 
of his glory. Werethe Lord to make me young again, I 
think I should study to devise other means for the gaining 
of souls than those which I have used, and to prosecute 
them with more vigour than ever (did. Iam weak; but 
it is delightful to find one’s self weak in ewerlasting arms. 
My memory is much failed; but, were death once over, 
i shall remember God’s keeping of mercies, and my mul- 
tiplied provocations, and sing thanksgivings to God for 
ever. 

So far as ever I cbserved God’s dealings with my heart, 
the flights of preachers sometimes entertained me; but it 
was scriptural expressions which penetrated my heart, and 
that ina way peculiar to themselves. O! what mu-t Christ 
be in himself, when he sweetens Heaven, sweetens Scrip-. 
ture, sweetens Ordinances, sweetens Earth, and even 
sweetens Trials!—Oh! what a rebellious child I have been 
to God, and whata kind Father he hath beento me? I need 
not go farther than myself, to see that God is love; for, 
even in my trouble, he treats me asa mother does her suck- 
ing child! The finished righteousness of Christ is the only 
foundation of my hope. 1 have no more dependance on 
wy labours than on my sins. Lreekon ita wonder of mercy 
that Ged took any of my labours at my hand. Righteous- 
ness belongeth unto him, but unto me, shame and confusion 
of face. Were the Lord to render to me according to my 
works, the hottest place in hell would be my reward, yet, 
by Christ’s works, cternal life to the most worthless wretch 
is but a suitable recompense: JT remember, that about the 
year ———, | was breathing out slaughter against the Lord, 
but L obtained mercy ;” “and had I been offered the crown 
of Britain, instead of the fellow: ship with Christ, which I 
soon afier enjoyed, I should not have hesitated a moment 
about choosing the latter. How strange a kind of debt is 
the debt of grace! Were I even now two or three hundred 
pounds in debt to any man, it would consideaably distress 
me; but my views of my «debtto free grace, greatly refresh 


my heart. God hath beea heaping favours on me these 
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forty years past: and I will say to his honour, that he hath 
made days of affliction always the happiest. Indeed, I 
think, I have seldom had very sweet days, except when I 
met with affliction, one wayor another. I donot expect to 
see it, yet it is the joy of my heart, that the.time is coming, 
when “the kingdoms of this world shall become the king- 
doms of our Lord and of his Christ.” Dead churches shall 
yet he quickened ; apostate churches shall yet be recovered ; 


and churches be planted where there were none before I 


could wish to live and die a deep, deep debtor to mercy ; 
and that none of my works should ever be mentioned but as 
manifestations of mercy, and as means of promoting the 
work of mercy in the welfare of others. Though pride pre- 
vail much in my heart, yet | think I would trample it thus 
far under my feet, as that 1 should be glad to see my stu- 
dents, and not only they, but all the faithful ministers of 
Jesus, bringing hundreds or thousands of souls with them 
into heaven, though I should have but five or six. O! how 
happy should I be, when I depart to heaven, were I able to 
tell this newsto the redeemed millions, that the Holy Ghost 
had been remarkably poured down eon East Lothian, and 
that there was not now afamily in which the worship of God 
was not observed! It must greatly delight the. redeemed 
above, to hear of Christ’s glory being displayed, and of souls 
being saved on earth. 

Ever since God deait savingly with my heart, I have never 
had any comfort in the thought that my sins were small, but 
in the belief that ‘‘ the blood of Jesus cleanseth from all sin,” 
and in the consideration of God’s mercy being higher thin 
the heavens. It might be written on my coffin, “* Here 
lics one ef the cares of Providence, who early lost both 
father and mother, and yet never missed them.” I should 
not wish there should ever be the least appearance of avarice 
of the world inme. [ can trust my family to Providence ; 
and if, when I am in heaven, it shall appear that one his 
been converted by means of any thing i ever wrote,I shall 
mark down one hundred pounds; it there should ve two, | 
will say, there is two hundred pounds ; and if twenty, there 
1s something of more value than two thousand pounds, 
That is the reward I wish for my writings. God deals so 
tenderly with me in my afflictions, as if every stroke went 
nearer to his own heart than to mine. The command is, 
Owe no man any thing :—what a mercy it is that there is 
no such precept as this, Owe a Saviour nothing—or even 
this, study to Owe him as little as possible, I confess that I 
#hovid not like to stand at the market-cross with a paper on 
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my breast, declaring I was a bankrupt to men: but O! I 
think I should love to stand in the most public place in all 
heaven, having all the redeemed pointing to me, as the 
greatest sinner that ever was saved. On hearing the usual 
demonsttations ef joy on the king’s birth-day, he said, 
Blessed be God that “ unto us was born in the city of David 
a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord ;” on account of that 
event, the gospel belis have been sounding for ages past, and 
they will ring louder and louder still. 

On being carried out or his chaise, How strange, said he, 
that I, a poor cottager’s son, should havea chaise to ride in 
in! but what is unspeakably more strange, that God should 
» provide the cheriot of the New Covenant for my soul! in 
the former case, he hath raised me from the dunghill, and 
set me with men of name and family on the earth; but in 
the latter he hath exalted the sinner, and made him to sit 
with the Prince of the kings of the earth. No doubt I 
should love te be at my public work again; and had it been 
any other than God who had restrained me, I should not 
have taken it well; butasitis the Lord, I desire to submit. 
No doubt, but I feel a deep concern for my wife and chil- 
dren ; but when my heart enters properly inte these words, 
‘* Be for ever with the Lord,” the leaving of them dimi- 
nishes into a very small point; and although my natural 
affection for them is as strong as ever, I hope that when I 
am away, Christ will far more than supply my room to them ; 
and then we shall be better onall hands. 1 wonder at the 
kindness of mentome: but am especially amazed while [ 
reflect that it is all the kindness of my God to me, through 
them. 

June 17. He was now become exceedingly weak, and 
spake little; but the solid joy of God’s salvation, and the 
peace that passeth all understanding, continued with him 
to the end. On one occasion at this time, he said to a 
brother in the ministry,—O! Mr. , the Lord is my 
strength and my song, and he is become my salvation. 
God isan everlasting Rock. The last words he was heard 
to utter were *“* My Christ!” About four hours after, he 
fell asleep in Jesus, June 19, 1787. 

N. B. These sayings of his, grave and heavenly as they 
are (and many more stch he uttered) lose much of their 
energy by the occasions not being mentioned which gave 
rise tothem. This would have swelled the article beyond 
eur usual limits. The reader will find several of the ecca- 
sions set down at the clese of his Select Remains. 
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He published the fellowing works ; 


The Self-Interpreting Bib'e, 2 vol. § The Christian Student and Pastor 

Ato, ’ Practical Piety Exemplified 
Dictionary of the Bible, 2 vol.8 vo. ¢ ‘The Young Christian: Three Sere 
Large explication of the Assem.\¥ mons 


bly’s catechism ‘ Letters on Toleration 
The Christian Journal * General History of the Church, 2 
Explication of Scripture Metaphors ¢ _ vol. 
System of Divinity \ Particular History of the Churches 
Evaneclical view of the Types § of England, Scotland, and Ire- 
Histo rv of the Secession S land 


Letters on the Government of the N Harmony of Scripture Presiieatiia 
Christian cuure?. x 
Two short Catechisms for young ¢ 
. 


; 
people 


Since his death have been published 
Select Remains. 
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Sin and danzer of-neclecting the Great Salvatior. 


=. 


feb. ul. 8. Low shall we escape if we neglect so great sal- 
ovtion ? 

How many are there who are guilty of the crime menti- 
oned in the text, and exposed to the certain and aggravat- 
ed punishment which it denounces! “Vhere are many who 
1ot only negtect, but even reject with indignation, and treat 
with the greatest con tempt, the guspel which reveals this sal- 
vation. Othe ‘rs, while they affect to receive the gospel, do 
substitute a very dierent method cf sulvaiion in the place of 
that nen itcontaiis ; and thus are really as guilty of rejecting 
it ast wt mer class. Many live im the haitual commission 
of ven sing Without thinking that they revere. much guilt, or 
exoose tien mate 3 tO srreas ae 5 Add to these the many 
thousaads wl ho pass their iives in total indifference without 
one serious thor yt of nirelings and we shall have some idea 
«fihe number of chose who neglect the great salvation which 
the gospel reveuils. 

It isiruly lamentable to tuink of che situation of these per- 
sons. What christian can re Re ‘ccton the guilt under which 
they lie, and ihe da: ger to wh ich they are expasec d, withou 
teeling for thein tne teaderest compassion! To codedbour 
rouse them froin their listless iadiffere..ce, to open their ey. 
on their real situation, and by argument, by intreaty, by ter 
and expostulation, to persuede them to flee from the w: 
to come, by laying betd on eternal life,is an incumbent < 
ty, and an important lavour of love. I beseech such » 
sons, therefore, to give me their atteation, while [ endeay.. 
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to set before them the importance of the words of the text. 

And may God, without whose influence all means of convic- 

tion will be ineffectual, open their hearts to attend unto the 

er gh which are spoken, and make them to know, in this 

their day, the things which belong to their peace, before 
they be hid from their eyes for ever! 

The subject on which I address you, my brethrea, fclaims 
your attentive and serious consideration. It is not a matter 
of little moment, but of the utmost importance; it is not a 
matter to which you can plead indifference, but one in which 
you have a most near interest; it concerns not only your 
bedies, but your souls; it concerns not your temporal 
advantage, but your everlasting felicity. Is it, can it be, a 
small thing to you, whether you be eternally happy or eter- 
nally miserable? whether you escape or be overtaken by the 
wrath of God? Listen to me then, while, in the name of 
God; I declare your sin and danger; and remember, whate- 
ver you may think of it, that it is written with the pee of 
divine inspiration, that you shall not escape if you neglect so 
great salvation. 

In the frst place, I would have you to consider, that itis 
salvation which you neglect. You profess to believe that you 
are sinners. If you have offended in one article you are 
guilty of all; for it is written “ Cursed is he who continueth 
not in all things written in the book of the law.” If so, your 
condition is indeed miserable ; you are under the wrath and 
curse of Goc. Granting that you cannot see your situation 

to be so deplorable as it is represented in the scriptures, yet 
is it not reasonab! le, is it not safe, to believe the testimony cf 
Him who must be fully acquainted with it? Now God, out 
of the riches of his mercy, hath provided a way of salvation 
for you, hath revealed it in the gospel, and hath called your 
attention to it. And can you, when so deeply interested, 
remain careless and indifferent ? Surely you do not hate your 
own souls. Why then, willyou ruin them? Kuin them I say, 
for you do so effectually by neglecting this salvation. O the 
blindness of the human mind! Would you act thus in tem- 
poral affairs? You stand couvicted, then, on your own prin- 
ciples, on the principles of cemmen prudence, of acting a 
foolish, an ureasonable, a cruel part. 

Consider how great the salvation is which you neglect. 
It was devised in the eternal counsel of God. It is the rich 
fruit of his infinite love and mercy. In it he hath displayed 
the treasures of his wisdom and ‘prudence. ‘By substituting 
a surety in the room of the guilty, by infli icting the punish. 
ment of cin onhim, he is now faithful in remitting sia, and 
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just even in justifying the ungodly. How wonderful this 
contrivance! Q the depth hoth of the wisdom and know- 
ledge of God !—But this salvation will appear still greater, if 
you consider what was necessary to be done before it was 
procured. ‘Lhe incarnation, the life and death of the Son 
of God, were the means by which it was accomplished. 
When God spared not his own Son, but delivered him up 
to death, the end must have been great and worthy. The 
price of salvation was no mean price. It was purchased, not 
with such corruptible things as silver and gold, but with the 
precious blood of Christ.— Again, consider the manner of 
its publication. When kings and states have public busi- 
ness to transact, its importance is known by the dignity and 
state of their ambassadors, and the preparations made for the 
embassy. The gospel is an embassy from God to sin- 
ners. The space of four thousand years was ‘Speutin mak- 

g preparations for it. At last, when the time was fully 
come, Ged sent forth, not an ordinary prophet, nor an an- 
gel, nor an archangel, but his Son, his only begotten.Son. 
A company of angels were the harbingers of his birth A 
star conducted the wiée men from the eastern country to 
the place of his nativity. The importance, as well as the 
the divinity of his mission, was attested by the miracles 
which he performed. ‘he pomp and grandeur with which 
the ambassadors of earthly monarchs make their public ap- 
pearances, are mean and contempitidle c ompared with the 
divine works which rendered the birth ot Chri ist remarkable, 
which followed the course of his public ministry, and at last 
graced his wonderful decease. It was surely then “ great 
salvation which began to be spoken by the Lord, and was 


confirmed by those who heard him, God bearing them wit- 


st 


ness with signs and wonders, and divers miracles.” But 


eLAwIe 
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further, consider the nature and efee's of this salvation. It 
isa spiritual salvation; adeliverance from all those evils to 
. : } ? “Tey } . ° 
which sin hath expose etus. itis salva tlonexactly suited to 


ibe necessities and miseries of sinners. Are you guilty f 
The gospel preaches pardon Have you offended God? Jt 
proclaims be through the atonement. Are your con 
sciences polluted? ‘Lhe ‘blood of Christ cleanse th from aul 
sin. Are you seid uncer sin, aud enslaved by ics lusts - 
Lhe gospel gives dominion over it, and affords Grate to per- 
fect holiness. In short, the gospei reveals: the soverciz 

remedy for eradicating that disease, which has baffled ms 
skill of all ages. But this salvation also instates in positive 
bliss. It brings to the favour of God, to the adoption of 
children, and to the enjoyment of the ‘wheritance which is 


incorruptible, undefiled, and which fadetir not away. Con- 

























: | 


92 TH: ®& 





RELIGIOUS INSTR LUCTOR. 


trast this salvation with what you had treason to SARE 
with your unwor thiness ; with your ill desert ; and say, if it 
be not great, very great salvation. Butto carry your Bd sughts 
of it to the hi ghest, consider, that ali these invaluable bles- 
sings are ofiered to you freely in tac > posnel. Sinners are 
called, justified, sanctified, and glori fied! freely by the grace: 
of God. The gift of Ged is eternal hfe, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” You are not anived, to do any thing 
to procure these blessings; but what is requires Raf of you, ts 
to believe that they are a Ut provid cd ior you aire 

Such is the salvation pet bh the grospel makes knov wh to you, 


4 


And is it not a salvation infinitely worchy of ane ane of your 
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acceptation ! How can you treat w ith Hep! a salvation 
which is the fruit of infinite love and mere y; the device of 
infinite wisdom ; purchased with such an immense price ; 


which delivers from so many evils, and entides to so many 
rich benefits; a salvation so freely bestowed, so much 
to be desired, so absolutely necessary ; a salvation so great, 
greater than we could have conceived had not God as- 
sured us in his word, greater than our understandings 
can reach here, greater than the tongue of aageis can ex- 
press ! 

Let me now call your attention mor > particularly to the 
nature aud aggravations of your sin, 1 ne; piecing this great 
salvation. You are guilty of a direci \.civtion ci the autho- 
rity of God. Deceive not yourselves! y thinking that your 
only sin lies in doing injury to yourse:ves. God hath not 
lett you at liberty to improve or to vegiect this salvation with 
impunity ; but by thet sovereignty waich he hath over the 
conscience, he hath stam) pee his authority on the sospel, and 
commanded meneveiy w ere to receive it. In negiectiag 
this salvation, then, you disobey the greut commandmeat ot 
God, to believe on his § Son, in ch, ith according to his tes- 
timony, eternal life is. But your cenduct will appear mare 
inexcusable, if you consider that God is most carnest wiih 
you to improve this salvation. ‘I his cornesteess he expres. 
ses by all the calls and exhort: thor DS of the world. = fe, as a 
friend, gives you his best advice.* Me condescends to en- 
ter into argument with you, to auswer your objeciions, ana 
remove your scruples.} Nay, he expostulates with you on 
the egregious fol ly of your conduct. His servants he com- 
mands to exhort, and intreat, and beseech you. We are 
ambassadors for Christ; as though God did beseech you by 
us, We pray you, in Christ’s siead be ve reconciled ta 
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God. What name shall I give to that wickedness by 
which divine counsels are rejected, and an tntreating God 
sent away with his petition denied! Yet of this aggravated 
crime you are guilty in neglecting the gospel. But this is 
not all, As if you had not done sufiicient indignity. to the 
merciful Ged, you go farther, you gi ive him the lie! ‘This 
is a hard charge, but too easily made good. You believe 
you shall be happy ; you. hope you shall be saved. But a 
you improve not the gospel, your hope must be founded on 
a different method of salvation from that which it reveals. 
Now, God hath declared, that there is no other way of being 
daca. but by faith, in the Saviour which it makes koown.* 
Faith sets its seal tothe truth of God: unbelief refuses its 
seal, and somakes him a liar. You may deceive yourselves, 
by throwing a veil over the atrocity of your sin; you may 
endeavour to palliate it by many excuses ; but this is the true 
and undisguised account of the matter irom the unerring 
oracles of God. “ He, that believeth not God, hath made 
him a liar, because he believeth not the retoed that Ged 
gave of his Son.”t There is no evading the charge ; 
and what a heavy charge is it, that you have made 
the only true God a liar! Yet how cften, how heedless- 
ly have you done it! Oh,} beware of indulging yourselves 
in unbelief !—A number of other aggravat ions do stare 
you in the face. How much dishonour do you reflect on 
the wisdom of God! While secure in your sins, your lan- 
guage has been, “ Sure allthis preparation is in vain. ‘To 
what purpose has God displayedall this wisdom about that 
which is ubnecessary ! (Nor do you affront him less, by 
seeking to be saved in a way different from that which the 
gospel reveals. How provoking, that after God hath mani- 
tested the exceeding riches of his wisdom in providing sal- 
vation for sinners, it should be despised! And by whem! 
By such vile creatures, whose greatest wisdom is folly in 
the divine eye. What iadifierence, what ingratitude to- 
wards God do you discover, who, from the greatness of his 
love, provided salvation for such as you! God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotien Son; and what he 
requires, is that sinners will believe his love, and accept of 
the tokens of it: Yet ye will not. ‘his beiraysa heart in- 
sensible of favours, and callous to evesy impression of love. 
What contempt do you peur on the crucified Saviour! You 
see no necessity for his sufferings. You think he died a 
mere common death, and thus despise ail that accumulated 
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load of wrath which he endured: Or, what is worse, you 
wre content that his death, though expiatory, shall be in vain 
for your part. You are indiffereat about what cost the = 
deemer so much anguish and blood. This is to crucify th 
Son of God afresh, and to count the blood with which . 
was sanctified an unholy thing! 

Such is the sin of unbelief, such the aggravated wicked- 
ness of which you are guilty, in neglecting so great a salva- 
tion. You involve yourselves in complicated guilt, great in- 
fidelity, the blackest ingratitude, rebellion, and the most ir- : 
reclaimable obstinacy: you discover a heart bent on following 
its wicked course, and proof against commands, counsels, 
and the most earnest expostulations. Let me now put the 
apostle’ s question; ‘* How shail you escape if you neglect 
go great salvation?” .Shall wickedness so complicated, a 
crime so heinous and so highly aggravated, pass unpunish. 
ed! No surely. Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 
right? Betore pointing out your danger, I would mention 
that the sia of unbelief is not unpardonable. The text speaks 
of final unbelief. This then is certain, that as his sin ex- 
poses him to destruction, so the unbeliever is undone, if he 
improve not the salvation whieh he hath despised. Youare 
exposed, my brethren, to great and to unavoidable punish- 
ment. 

Your punishment will he great. The gospel contains the 
only"effectual remedy for sin; if you refuse to improve it, 
the disease must remain; and, as it is mortal, death must 
ensue. But lest any may deceive himself, a positive threat- 

ening is affixed to the sin of unbelief. “ If ye believe not 
that [ am he,” said Christ, that 1s, the only true suffici- 
ent, and willing Saviour, “ye shall dic in your sins.” And 
* what is it to die in your sins? Itisto be driven away in your 
wickedness, and to be exposed to the wrath of the righteous 
God. “ And who knoweth the power of his anger? even 
according to his fear so is his wrath.” Your punishment 
will not consist in the destruction cf your existence, but in 
deprivation of all happiness. All that happiness which you 
enjoy inthis world, under the forbearance sad long-suffering 
of God, shall be taken from you; and you shall be for ever 
excluded from all that bliss which the gospel brings to light, 
and to.which belicvers shall*be admitte: d; your loss must 
therefore be inconceivable; for “eye hi ath. not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things 
which God hath prepared.” Your punishment will be sensi- 
ble and severe. Scripture employs some of the most painful 
and terrible things in nature to represent the reality and extre- 
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mity of future punishments. I shall not even attempt to 
describe them unto you. Indeed they ure indescriba- 
ble. Consider again, that your punishment will also be 
eternal. ‘This will constitute the most unsufferable part 
ot your sentence. You never can have any hope of de- 
liverance. ‘* Your werm wil! not die; your fire will not be 

uenched.” Let fearfulness then surprise the hypocrites and 
unbelieversin Zion. Who among you can dwell with deyour- 
ing fire? Who among you can dwell with everlasting burn- 
ings ? 

But let all, who neglect and despise the gospel consider 
that their punishment will be more heavy than that of others. 
You have enjoyed means of information and coaviction which 
many never enjoyed, and have added the aggravated sin of 
unbelief to the catalogue of your sins. Have any of you 
lived loug under the dispensation of the gospel, and received 
many faithful warnings of your siaand danger? Verily, you 
shall not escape greater condemnation. ‘The yery refection 
that salvation was once in your power, and that you perverse- 
ly and foolishly rejected it, after repeated warnings, which 
will continually haunt your minds, will constitute no 
small part of your anguish. How will it sting you with 
the most bitter remorse, to behold those with whom you 
were once on a level as to spiritual privileges, happy ia 
the enjoyment of those blessings which you despised !— 
What a different estimate will you then form of that salva- 
tion which now bulks so little in your eyes! How will you 
then charge yourselves with stupidity in neglecting so great 
salvation ; while the ructul thought, that the golden oppor- 
tunity is lost for ever, irretrievably lest, will aggravate your 
other sufferings, and sink you into eternal misery and des- 
pair! ; 

Unabelievers! your punishment will be inevitable. Indulge 
not the vain hope that you shall escape though you neglect 
this great salvation. Every thing couspires to render your 
escape impossible.—The justice of God forbids it The 
execution of the sentence is suspended by the forbearance of 
God. God is at present seated ona throne of grace, waiting 
to justify those who believe ia Jesus; but when the time ci 

his forbearance is over, Justice will require that punishment 
be inflicted on unbelievers for all their sins, and especially 
the heinous sin of neglecting so great salvation, he faith. 
fulness of God forbids your escape. He hath caused the 
threatening to Se proclaimed in the most pudlic and unequi- 
vocal mauner, that none may pretend ignorance. “ He that 
believeth not shalhbe damned?’ Lf after this Cod should 
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remit the punishment, how would devils, those malign ene - 
mies of God blaspheme his holy name! Nay, what low 
and unworthy thoughts would the pardoned themselves have 
of his perfections!—The mercy of God also—I do not say 
that it will rise up against you; but it will be silent. His 
forbearance will no longer plead i in your favour. Though 
mercy will not cry out against you, yet the abuse of mercy 
will putarguments in the mouth of justice. Tie offers of 
grace disregarded, the honour of the despised Saviour, and 
the neglected salvation, will call aloud for vengeance on your 
guilty heads. How then shall you escape? Say not, God is 
merciful and will relent. He is also just ; and he is not 
a man that he should lie, nor the son of man thathe should 
repent. 

If you reject the gospel, there is no other way of salvati- 
on, Do you think that you can be saved without believing ‘ 
Shall God send his Son to suffer and die for you a second 
time? He hath not another Son tosend. He hath already 
sent his only begotten Son. Him you have rejected, There 
remaineth, therefore, no more sacrifice for sin, buta fearful 
looking for of judgment, and fiery indignation to deveur 
you. 

As God is determined to punish the unbeliever, so his 
power will carry his will into execution. Consider this, and 
be afraid. ‘“ ‘isa fearful thing to fall into the hands of 
the living God!” And how can you escape? Every pass is 
guarded, every avenue is blocked up. Can you reverse the 
decree of the Most High? Can you force a pass: ge into 
heaven? Or can you arrest the omnipotent arm cf divine 
power? Whither shall youescape? lf youascend to heaven, 
God is there ; if you make your bed ia hell, he 2 is there also ; 
If you should take the wings of the morning, and fly to the 
uttermost parts of the sea, even there his hon would find 
you. 

Such, my brethren, is the fearful doem of the hint: unbe- 
liever ; the aggravated, the unsupportable, the inevitable pu- 
nishment of ali who neglect the great salvation! Let all take 
warning from this subject. Let every one put the momen- 
tous questions to his own conscience: Have I improved or 
have I neglectedthe great salvation? Have I, under a con- 
viction of danger, fled for refuge to lay hold on the: hope 
set before me? Have I believed in Christ for the remission 
of sins? Let all who are unconcerned take warning. You 
are numbered among unbelievers, and you shall not escape. 
Your ignorance and unconcern do not make your punish- 
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ment the less certain. It will come on you, and the more un- 
expected, it willbe the more unsupportable. Let all unbeliey- 
ers take solemn warning. You are in imminent danger; 
and if you persist in your unbelief, destruction is your in- 
evitable fate, You cannot escape it. Beware of encourag- 
ing yourselves in this sin, by the mercy and forbearance of 
God. This would indeed be an excess of wickedness, to 
use the goodness of God as anarguiment to sin against him. 
Trifle not with the mercy of God. Has God promised to 
spare you till you repent? Consider that the longer you 
continue to neglect this salvation, the more you blind your 
minds, and sear your consciences, and may provoke God to 
deal with you as he did with those who believed not the 
truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness ; on whom he sent 
strong delusions, that they should believe a lie, that they all 
might be damned. 

Preclude this fatal issue of matters. It is unbelief only 
which can bring it on. Beware then of indulging in it. 
Improve the great salvation. Believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and you shall be saved. Behold now is the accept- 
ed time, now, even now, is the day of salvation. To-day, 
after so long a time, if ye will hear the voice of God, ye shall 
live ; but if you continue to harden your hearts, know that 
YOU SHALL NOW ESCAPE, HAVING NEGLECTED SO GREAT’ 
SALVATION. 
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ON FAMILY RELIGION. 


As this is a subject of very great importance, and large 
treatises upon it are not in the possession of many, it is hop- 
ed that a few observations, in a familiar way, in this maga- 
zine, which promises to have an extensive circulation, may 
by a divine blessing be productive of some happy effects.— 
If they should awaken but one careless head of a family, and _. 
engage him to set up the worship of God in his house where 
it has hitherto been neglected, the writer, when assur. 
ed of it, would rejoice and be thankful. And how pleas. 
ing is it to think, that there will, in such a ease, be joy even 
among the angels of God! Let heads of families be entreat- 
ed to read and read again, with minds open to conviction, 
and with thatseriousness which the subject must always 
éemand. ° 
Vou h N 
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There are ‘many arguments for social and public worship, 
which will readily present themselves to every reflecting 
mind. There are few who make any profession of religi- 
on, who will not grant, that there ought to be houses set 
apart for public worship,—that the scriptures should be read 
and explained in the church, for the benefit of all, and espe- 
cially of the rising generatton,—an! that the people as- 
gemiled should juin in prayers and praises to the Moss 
High. Now let the a:gumenis for public worship be duly 
weighed, and let us enquire whether the same will not apply 
with great force, in the case under consideration. 

Are we to attend to the duties of the sanctuary, because 
the great and holy Being whom we worship, and who knows 
best what is most for our spiritual and eternal good, requires 
it? Is an attention to these duties necessary to keep up a 
holy and habitual fear of God in our own souls? And ne- 
cessary for the instruction and religious improvement of 
youth, who are in danger without this of growing up in igno- 
tance and a tvtal neglect of religion? : 

And does the maintenance of public worship tend to ad- 
vance the giory of our God and Saviour in the world ;—and 
without it, would there be no such thing as a visible church 
onearth? 

Let it, then, he considered whether that social worship 
which comes under the denomination of family religion, be 
no. enjoined by the same divine awhority ; and whether, if 
duly and devoutly performed, it wiil notybe found to be pro- 
ductive ot the same heppy effects. 

Le: it be examined, whether religious families are not, in 
general, the most heppy and peaceful; whether well edu- 
cated children do not grow up to be the most useful and re- 
spectaile mem vers of society ; and whether the rudiments, or 
first principles of religion, are not necessary to be acquired 
in families, in order to their being nurseries for the church ; 
as it is necessary that the first principles of language and 
science should be acquired in schools and aca.iemies, in 
order thay these may be nurseries for colleges and univer- 
gities. 

And let it also be enquired, whether there be not sufficie 
ent season to fear, that if family religion be laid aside,— 
churches wili im a short time be deserted and suffered to fall 
into ruins; or, if there be any attention paid to religion ia 
public it will degenerate into a lifeiess form. 

Those must be very little acquainted with the word of 
God, who will not grant that the duties under considerae 
tion are enjomed by divine authority :—that those holy mes 
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of old, who attended to the due discharge of the same, 
are highly commended ; that the greatest blessings are pros 
mived to those wh» make conscience of these duties; and 
the most awful threatenings donounced against those who 
wilfully and habitually neglect them. 

And what can have a happier tendenty, to promote the 
life of religion in our own souls, and regulate our general 
practice than attending daily to the scriptures, and joining 
with our families in pravers aud praises to the Most ijigh? 
Will it not mzke us more atteutive to the duties which we 
know we ought daily to practise, if professing christians ; 
more guarded in our words, more watchful over dur tem- 
pers, and our whole couduct? . 

We would think,—how it would expose us to the obser- 
vation of children and servants, as acting a most inconsis- 
tent part if they should hear us, at one time, using profane 
or base language; aud at another, offering prayers and 
praises toGod. We would think,—how shocking it might 
seem, even in their view, to see us rise from the card taole, 
or from the midst of vain and irreligious company, to fall 
down upon our knees, with our families, to engage in acts of 
devotion. And we would especially be more careful that 
eur conduct and conversation should be consistent and 
pleasing in the sight of that holy Beiog, who hath declared 
that he searcheth the heart, and is the witness of all our 
ways. 

If we have any religion, we think it is mecessary, and our 
indispensable duty, to pray in our closets, in order to our 
advancement in the divine life. And will not our prayers 
in the company of those most dear to us, and whose hearts 
we wish to have affected as well as our own; our prayers 
and thanksyivings for family as well as individual blessings, 
tend to preduce the same happy effects, as our prayers and 
praises in secret! 

And ought we vot to consider, in the next place, that we 
may be happily instrumental in promotisg the spiritual good 
and eternaj salvation of our children and domestics? Man 
is, ia a great measure, the creature of society. Of what vast 
importance then are early hibits! How can it be expected, 
that the minds of children should be early furnished with 
religious knowledge, and receive early pious impressions, 
if the scriptures be not read to them and by them, and if 
they be suffered to grow’up strangers to prayer? 

Moreover, family religion is one way in which we put 
honour on the name of our God and Savieur inthe world, 
We thus show that we are not ashamed of religion, amidst 
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all the reproaches that are cast upon it,—but that we consi- 
der it our. indispensable duty to own Christ before men, 
agreeable to his command, and relying upon his gracious 
promise, that those who confess or own him before men, 
he will own before his Father and all his holy angels. We 
are, as prcfessing christians, under the greatest obligations to 
Him who loved us, and gave himself for us. We ought 
therefore to honour him in every way that is in our power, 
and to advance the interests of his religion and kingdom in 
the world. 

And will we not grant, that by a solemn and habitual ate 
tention to the duties now under consideration, we are in a 
more likely way to promote the cause of Christ in the 
world, and the salvation of those around us, than by living 
in the neglect ef them? How, indeed, can it be said, that 
we let our light shine before men, to induce others te glori- 
fy our Father in heaven, as our Saviour has commanded us, 
if we do not make it manifest, that we pay a due regard to 
all religious ordinances and duties, as well as show our- 
selves careful to maintain good works, in acts of justice, 
sobriety, and charity? 

Let parents consider the inportance of the duties requir- 
éd’of them, relating to those committed to their care ;— 
| I say, parents, for surely it is the duty of mothers as well 

as fathers, to pray for their children, and to attend te their 
religious improvement. 

Shall we feel a tender solicitude for the health of our 
children, and wish to have them well provided for and set- 
tled in the world ;—and feel little or no concern about their 
precious souls, and what is to become of them through eter- 
nity? Are not these who neglect their childrens educa- 
tion, who neither pray for them, nor teach them to pray, 
guilty of the greatest cruelty to them? How can they think 
of appearing before God; to answer for the neglect of their 
childrens souls? O! how many parents,—when on a death 
bed, and reflecting en their criminal neglect of their chil- 
dren, have felt such anguish of soul, arising from self-con- 
demnation, as language would in vain attempt to describe! 
Fathers! mothers! must you not, one day, and it may be 
jn a little time, lie on the bed of death? Must you not be 
called to part with your children, to see them no more, un- 
til the judgment day? and when you have eternity , and a 
solemn account to be given to God, brought naer to your 
view,—will you not wish that you had paid more attention 
to the souls of your dear offspring? Will you not, then, wish 
that you had resolutely surmounted all those trifling objec- 
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tions that you ence made to praying with your families? 
Will you not then see that they were frivolous as well as 


sinful ? ; 

You now perhaps say, that you are not qualified for the 
performance of such a solemn duty. In answer to this, a 
variety of observations might be made. Very long, or what 
the world would cail very elegant prayers, are not required. 
Such expressions as we find in the word of God,—-such 
brief and comprehensive sentences as our Lord used in 
prayer, and taught his disciples to use, are most suitable, 
and such as every one, however weak, may with a little 
pains commit to memory. Seek to be in solemn ‘carnest 
about your own soul and its eternal interests, and to feel 
a due selicitude for the souls of those committed to your 
care; form just conceptions of the majesty and grace of 
God,—his holiness and omniscience, as the searcher of all 
hearts ; try to realize the importance of an interest in the 
favour ef God through 4 Redeemer, that you may escape 
the wrath tu come, and inherit eternal life ; consider that 
this night your souls may be required of you, and chat you 
who hesitate whether or net you should now pray with 
your families, may never have another opportunity, if the 
present be wilfully neglected :—And then you will net be 
likely to complain of the want of words, when you set about 
the duty. Or if you should be at some loss, at first, 
you will in a little time evercome all these difficulties anc 
embarrassmenis : for we have every encouragement to hope 
that the Spirit will help the infirmities of all those who 
seriously attempt, in the divine strength, to perform 
their duty. The excellent Dr. Doddridge declares, that 
he would rather men would use some approved forins of 
prayer than neglect it altogether ;—especially as in a little 
time these ceuld be laid aside, when from the abundance of 
the heart our lips would learn to utter the language of fer- 
vent piety. 

This subject must be dropped at present, but may be 
resumed and more fuliy considered, in some future num- 
bers. . 

May that great and merciful God, who hath assured us, 
he is the hearer of prayer, and is more willing to give good 
gifts and heavenly biessiags than we are to ask them, in- 

cline the hearts of ail to the duties that have been briefly 
stated; and suffer none of us to be so regardless of his ho- 
nour and our own salvation, as to live from day to day 
ia the neglect of those near and fervent approaches to 
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the throne of Grace, which, being solemn duties, are at 
the same time to be accounted among our most. precious 
privileges ! 


o2+e>—- 


On the excellence of the Gospel. 


The true belief of the gospel, and that faith which its piori- 
ous Author requires us to exercise on him, are the sources 
of the purest consolations. This faith and hope infused joy 
into the hearts of the primitive christians under the seves 
rest trials. This emboldened the protestant reformers to 
brave the dreadful persecutions which they endured: and 
this will enable every sincere disciple of Jesus, to view with 
placid calmness the approach of death. Animated by this, 
Addison in his last hours, sent for his son-in-law, lord 
Marwick, to show him, How a christian could die. Dodd- 
ridge also wrote to a friend,—‘ I see indeed no hope of 
recovery ; yet my heart rejoiceth in my God and my Savi- 
our: and I call him, under this failure of every thing else, 
its strength and everlasting portion.” Doctor Leechman, 
not long since principal of the college at Glasgow, at the 
close of his life, thus addressed the son of a worthy noble- 
man, who was designed fer the church, and the early part 
of whose education had been much under the Doctor’s eye: 
* You see the situation in which f am. I have not many 
days tolive; and I am glad you have had an opportunity of 
Witnessing the tranquility of my last moments, But itis not 
tranquility and composure alone ; it is joy and triumph ; it is 
complete exultation.” His features kindled,—his voice rose 
ashe spoke. “ And whence,” said he “ does this exultation 
spring’ From that book, (pointing to the bible) from that 
book, too much neglected indeed, but which contains invalu- 
able treasures of joy and rejoicing! for it makes us certain, 
that this mortal shall put on immortality. Whatever com- 
posure, in the prospect of dissolution, habits of calm study 
and a pétuliar firmness of temperament may produce in 
some minds,—yet is it possible that any pleasing or joyful 
emotions should derive their origin from doubt or disbelief 
of the future existence of man? In this the christian faith 
is gloriously triumphant cover all others. We may appeal to 
ony one who attentively peruses and thceroughly believes the 
guspel, whether its doctrines be not the best guide, and the 
greatest cordial and consolation of human life. How does 
every serious conversation of a true christian, every book 
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that he writes on moral and religious subjects, every plea- 
sure that he enjoys, every affliction that he endures, and 
even the common current of life, the flow of tranquil satis- 
faction that perv ides his mind, at ease with itself, and rely- 
ing on his heavenly Father’s promise of better things to 
come—how do ail these things unite to testify the constant 
cheering influence of that **day-spring from on high, which 
hath visited the world,to give light to them thatsit in dark- 
wess and inthe shadow of death, to guide our feet in the 
way of peace?” | 
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Report of the Directors to the Misstonary Society at 
their sixteenth general Meeting. 


(CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 75.) 


NORTH AMERICA. 

Mr. Pidgeon appears to have been industrious irr his 
evangelical labours at New Carlisle, and at Restigouche near 
the bay of Chaleur where his ministry has been well received 
and seems tu have been useful. He thought it, however, ex- 
pedient to spend the last winter in Prince Edward’s Island 
where he arrived witn his family in September. “ Here,” he 
says, “I am diligently employed in preaching the glorious 
gospel of the blessed God, and here I find ample field for 
making known the savour of that name whichis above every 
name. 1 expect to abide here during the winter, and should 
prefer remaining here altogether, should it meet the approba- 
tion of the directors.” It is probable that he will return to his 
former station for the summer. He describes both places as 
greatly needing many more iabourers, the people being very 
destitute of instruction, yet earnestly desirous of ovtainiay 
it. 

Mr. Pidgeon informs us that Mr. Mitchell, formerly our 
Missionary, is settied at Amherst, where he 1s diligent: ia 
preaching the word ef .ife; and he believes, also aloug the 
coasts of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. 

A supply of Bibles, ‘Lestaments, and ciher books, 
which were sent to Mr. Pidgeon, have been gladly re- 
e¢ived; but many more are wanted im that destitute part 





104 "SHE RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTOR. 


of the world, and the Directors have lately ordered a new 
supply. 


Demarara, Tobago and Trinidad, 


The information received in the course of the year from 
the different stations in the western world continues to be 
encouraging. The society has, indeed, to lament the removal 
by death of ous of their warmest and most useful friends, 
Mr. Post, a gentleman of Le Rousevenir, in the colony of 
Demararae ‘Shroughhis good offices, our first Missionar 
Mr. Wray, was gladly received, and tor along time board- 
ed in his house. Every possible facility was given to the 
instruction of his slaves, and those of the adjacent plantations, 
and a commodious chapel built, chiefly at*his expense, for 
their accommodation. It is impossible to express the obli- 
gations under which the cause of religion in the colony was 
laid, by his inftuence, contributions, and exertions. But, 
in the midst of his usefulness, and when his example was 
likely to prove of the greatest advantage, it pleased the Sove- 
reign disposer of life to take to himself that excellent man ; 
he rests from his labours, his works will follow him, and the 
society will long cherish the memory of their generous bene- 
factor, while they indulge a hope that the recollection of his 
pioas zeal will stir up others, both at home and abroad, to 
emulate so worthy an example. 

Mr. Post, desirous that the people might continue to enjo 
the benefit of evangelical instruction after his decease, hag 
generously secured to this society the chapel which he erected. 
together with a dwelling-house for the minister, (not then 
finished,) a garden, and the sum 2f 100/. annually towards 
the minister’s support, so long as the society shall continue. 
to provide a Missionary who preaches the doctrines of the 
reformed church ; but in case of their ceasing to do this, 
the provision made is to be transferred to a society in Scot- 
land. 

The last letters received from Mr. Wray state that the 
cause of Christ continucs to prosper, and that many per- 
sons, both eld.and young, are anxious to hear the word ef 
life. His journals contain many pleasing instances of 
the power of divine grace on the hearts of the negroes, both 
male and female ; the alteration also produced on their moral 
conduct is such. as recommends the gospel of Christ. Mr. 
Wray, referring to the Christnfis holidays, says, “ What a 
great and glorious change has taken place ameng thena since 
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the last year! Instead of following their vain amusements, 
numbers have turned to the Lord, sing his praises, and glo- 
rify his name. They now hate the things which they once 
loved, and delight in the things of Jesus, of which many of 
them never heard till lately. O thou blessed gospel, what 
hast thou done! Thy glories have won the hearts of many. 
Thy simple truths have subdued the most stubborn sinner, 
enlightened the darkest mind, changed the lion into the lamb, 
the swearer into a man of prayer, the child ef wrath into an 
heir of heaven, and the sons and daughters of Satan into 
the children of God.” Mrs. Wray also is diligent in the 
instruction of the female slaves and their children. From 
16 to 20 children attend almost every day to learn to read 3 
and generally in the evening a great many women. On the 
Lord’s day, 50 children frequently attend. It is hoped that 
the preaching of the gospel will hereaiter be more widely dif- 
fused in the colony, as some of the owners of estates seem 
disposed to permit the instruction of their slaves, having obe 
served the good effect produced on these who have already 
been taught. 

Mr. Adam, who accompanied Mr. Purkis to Demarara, 
not finding immediate employment as a Missionary there, and 
anxious toenter upon his work, left the colony in the month 
of August 1809, and proceeded to the island of Trinidad, 
having a recommendation to some gentlemen there. He has 
received a considerable degree of encouragement to preach 
the gospel te the white inhabitants and people of colour. By 
permission of the governor, he obtained leave to preach in the 
Freemasons’ Hall, in the town of Port of Spain, where three 
or four hundred persons have attended his ministry. Several 
persons, desivous of regular preaching, have subscribed about 
§00/. towards the erectionof achapel. The Diréctors do net 
consider this object, however desirable in itself, as that te 
which their Missionary should direct his principal attentios 
or to which the Society should contribute any considerable 
sums; they have ground tor believing, however, that by 
ebtaining the ceuutenance and support of persons of influ- 
ence ia the island, access will be the more readily procured 
to the negro slaves, who are very pumerous, and for whose 
spiritual instruction they have strongly recommended Mr. 
Adam by*all means io use his utmost endeavours, considers 
ing all other objects 26 of taferior imperiagce. 

In Tovago, Mr. Eilioit coupimues to pres ch to the slaves, 
permission being kindly yrarted by the owners of several 
estates, on some ©: which he collects about forty, on 
tie does net speak 


athers eighty ere . hendred besiers. 


Vou, l. GO 








106 THE RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTOR. 





in very sanguine terms of his success in the conversion od 
the negroes ; yet there is reason to hope that his labours are 
not in vain. On one foccasion, he says, “It was delight- 
ful to see with what eagerness these poor creatures heard 
the word of God; and more 80, to find that some of them 
understand what they hear, and practise what they know.” 
At another place, where he preached to about 90 slaves, 
he says, ** Ail seemed to receive instruction with thankful- 
ness. The manager thinks that much good has been done 
among them, as far as it*respects their morals, and speaks 
very highly of them indeed ; this is the more encouraging, as 
they were formerly deemed a very bad gang.” The Directors 
are peculiarly gratified by this remark ; for they trust, that 
when the gentlemen of the West India isiands perceive that 
the slaves become more moral in their conduct, more docile 
in their temper, and more industrious in their business, in 
consequence of the evangelical instruction which they re- 
ceive, they will afford every facility in their power to the ef- 
forts of christian missionaries, and also contribute to their 


support. 

Mr. Elliott likewise preaches statedly once en the Lord’s- 
day, to the white and coloured iuhabitants of the town of 
Scarborough, who assist in his maintenance, and thereby les- 
sen the expenditure of the Society in behalf of this mission. 
Concerning his hearers, he says, “ There are two or three 
white persons, who appear to be concerned for their souls ; 
and I rejoice to say that, instead of meeting with persecution, 
Mrs. Elliott and myself are treated with the greatest respect 
by the first persons, as well as by the poor, inthe island. It 
has even been proposed to the council and assembly of To- 
bago, that a salary should be allowed me by the colony; and 
although my friends have failed in their kind efforts for this 
purpose, yet perhaps their wishes may eventually be accom- 


plished.” 





MISSION TO THE JEWS. 


The Directors stated in their last report, that not conceiv- 
ing themselves to be discharged from their duty by the with- 
drawment of their principal agent, they designed to persevere 
in their efforts with increased assiduity. They have therefore 
continued the lectures to the Jewish people who are disposed 
to attend at the chapel in Artillery-street. Their attention, 























Bk I «5 Fugees 














































ie 
Be 
‘Pie 


ieee ade, oe ee 














Relizious Intelligence. 107 


however, to the lectures on the Lord’s-day was so discourag- 
ing, that the Directors have lately been induced wholly to de- 
cline them. They have, however, resorted to another method, 
the effect of which has been more pleasing. They requested 
the assistance of many of the ministers of the gospel resident 
in and near London, by whom a course of lectures on appro- 
priate subjects was carefully arranged, and which have been 
preached every Tuesday evening, from November last to the 
present month. These lectures they are happy to say, have 
been very numerously attended, and apparently with much 
interest and improvement. The congregations have certainly 
consisted chiefly of professed christians; but they have 
the satisfaction of knowing that some Jews also attended ; 
with what effect they are not able to determine ; but by 


several letters received from individuals of that nation, they 


perceive that a spirit of inquiry has in some degree been ex- 
cited. 

From past experience, and the most deliberate considera- 
tion of the subject, the Directors are still of opinion that the 
best if not the only means of promoting the conversion of 
this people, is hy the preaching of the gospel, and the circula- 
tion of religious tracts. 

The Directors have printed, and dispersed among the 
Jews, many thousand tracts, which they conceive were well 
adapted to engage their attention, additions towhich will 


probably be made from some of the lectures which have 


been preached. The concluding part of Mr. Ewing’s Es- 
says for Jews is just received, and will be printed without 
delay. 


SEMINARY. 


There are now at the Missionary Semixary at Gosport 
seven young men who are pursuing appropriate studies, with 
a view to the great work to which they are devoted, and 
who, it is hoped, will prove useful Missionaries of Jesus 
Christ. Those who left the Seminary about a year since, 
have, we trust, reached the several places of their destina- 
tion ; and the Directors feel much satisfaction in the pros- 
pect of their proving valuable labourers in the work of the 
Lord. 

— 

We have now presented to you, Christian brethren, with 
as much brevity as we could, the state of the several Mis- 
sions in which we are engaged; and we have reported 
the various degrees of success with which it has pleased 
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the Sovereign Ruler of the church to favour them. The 
whole,,we trust, will afford occasion cf thanksgiving to 
Him, whom it is our highest ambition to serve aad please ; 
and who, we hope, will accept our feeble but sincere endea- 
yours to promote his glory, and toextend his kingdom in ihe 
world. 

Weare bound to acknowledge, with gratitude, the iiberali- 
ty of those of our brethren in the ccuntry, “ho, on receiving 
the intimation of the great excess of Our expenditure lasi year 
beyond our annual income, immeuiately procured, in ‘heir 
congregations, contributions towards our funds, by which 
they have been materially benefited. Nor ought we to omit 
the honourable mention of a distinguished bevefactor, the 
late Mr, Thomas Hawkes, who, after giving, for several suc- 
cessive years, a handsome donation tu the S.cicty, (conceal 
ing his name, except from the treasurer,) presented, a few 
days before his sudden death, che sum of a thousand pounds. 
In addition to this, he has bequeathed to our Institution two 
thousand pounds stock in the four per cent., which by the 
liberality of his executors, has alicady been transfeired to 
us. With this princely generosity did Mr. Hawkes come 
munic:te of that substance which he had acquired by the 
blessing of God on his affairs, and he has therevy exhibited 
to the Christian word an example of pious munificence, 
which it is hoped wii be imitated »y many of the affluent. 
Several other persons have uiso, by the'r legacies, devoted a 
pertion of their wealth to this Institution, sy which, though 
dead, they yet eontrivute to the ciu e ot Christ, and the hap- 
piness of mankiid. Yhe-e instaaces of beucvolence wiil n@t, 
we trust, te.d to relax the exertions Of our breihren ia town or 
country, but rather excite them io greaces zeal and dilizence ; 
for as our Missions ere muliipued, and mavy mvre labourers 
are calied for, especially in South Africa and in the east, 
the Segiety will require, notwiih.tanding the utmost econa- 
my in the management of ther afiairs, an augmenied ine 
come, to meet the corstaatly growing expenditure. Couid 
We prevali Oaevery congregation connected with us (where 
it is practie.ble) to muke av annual coliection, as is the iaud- 
avle custum vi so:ne, our operations would be propu. ona. 
biy ex.cuded, aud the Directors might look torwaid to nu- 
mcious Wit sions, which they have sea:cely had the courage 

to Cuonicwpls.e. . 

The cau-e is the Lord’s. He who suffered on the cross, 
that he might become the Saviour of the worid, has strictly 
commanded his disciple to proclaim his grea: salvation to 


every humag being. by the help of God, iet us endcaveyr 
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to do this. As yet, we have done but little. We may say, 
to-day, as the venerable and victorious leoder of Israel did 
when retiri: g from the world—* There remaineth yet very 
much land io ve pussessed,” While, theretore, the great Dis- 
poser of life continues our active powers, aud while he tn- 
duiges us wiih the privikge of devoung a portion of our 
gu stance to him, let us proceed, with renewed vigour, 
in the deiightiul work: and ict us stir up the rising gene- 
ratiun to Julo us In it; that so, when those of us who 
had the happiness of commencing this Society shall cease 
from cur labours, Our posterity may cuntinue the work, 
wich superiot wisdom, zeal and success, till they behold, 


¢ Saian foiuag as lightning trom heaven ;” tili they exulting- 


}) shout he kingdoms of this world wre “ecome the king- 
doms of our Lora, and of his Christ, and he shali reign for 


ever aud ever.” 


For the purpose of being enabled to state at the Animal 
Luectiing Q the Society an account o the Receipts and 
Dishui senients, the dirce vrs have thought it adviseable 
10 close the account on tre first of April, and rot on 
the firs. of June, as jormer’y. ‘Lie Jollo.ine Siate- 
ment therejore, ccmprises ten montis only, insicad of 


CWeiVe. 


£: 8, d. 


Amount of Collections, Donations, Sub- 


scriptious, Legecies, and interest ci 5298 15 2 
Stock, 

Expenditure on account of the various 
Missicns } 5579 10 9 





Leaving a balance due tothe Treasurer of 280 15 7 





SIXTH REPORT 
Of tne British and Foreign Bible Society, 
Your Committee have now to lay before the Members of 


the British and Foreiga Bibic Society, the Report of their 
proceedings during the sixth year of its iastitution. | 
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Resuming the narrative in their Foreign Correspondence 
frow. the mformation of their last Report, your committee 
have the satisfaction to state, that the measures adopted by 
them for prometing an cdidon cf the Scriptures in the Po- 
lish language, through the agency cf the Bible Society at 
Berlin, have proved successf!. In consequence of the re- 
mittances made for this purpose, by the Biitish and Foreign 
Bible Society, the first sheet of the Old Testament issued 
from the press in April of the last year ; and with a view to 
give publicity to the undertaking, and to shew the mode in 
which it was executed, copies of it were sent to all the prin- 
cipal protestant congregations in Poland. 

The latest intelligence from the Bible Society at Berlin, re- 
specting the progress of the work, is contained in two letters, 
dated the 11th of December, 1809, and the 20th of March, 
1810. From these it appears, that the proposed edition, 
comprising eight thousand copies of the whole Bible, and 
4000 extra copies of the New Testament, had then been ade 
vanced to the beginning of the prophecy of Daniel, and 
there was every reason to expect that the work would be 
prosecuted to its conclusion with all possible expedition, 
As the Berlin Society depended onreturns from the sale of 
Bibles in Poland, for fulfilling its engagements with the 
printer, and as there was reason to apprehend that such re- 
turns might not be made in due time for this purpose, your 
Committce readily acceded to a proposition of the Society 
at Berlin, for a loan, if necessary, to be advanced after the 
Polish Bible should be completed, under a condition of re- 
payment from the sale of that work, 

The preceding intelligence was accompanied by a repre- 
sentation, that copies of the Bible in Lithuania, from their 
great scarcity, bore a most exorbitant price, and the people 
of that country were ina still more impoverished state than 
even the inhabitants of Poland, and of course more incom- 
petent tc provide a new edition of the Scriptures, which was 
much wanted, from their own resources. Your Committee, 
deeming this a case which particularly required the assist- 
ance of the British and Foreign Bible Society, determined 
to grant it; they recommended the formation of a Commit- 
tee at Koningsberg for the express purpose of printing a 
Lithuanian Bible, and authorised such Committee to draw 
onthe British and Foreign Bible Society tor the sum of 300/. 
in aid of that work. 

In another letter from Berlin, dated the 27th of February 
last, it is stated, that the Lithuanian nation contains up- 

wards of a million of people, many of whom are truly pious 
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but very poor ; and that one of the principal clergymen has 
caused it to be published from all the pulpits belonging to 
Prussian Lithuania, that a new edition-of the Lithuanian 
bible was about to be printed, and invited the members of the 
different congregations to become subscribers to this work. 
In consequence of which several hundreds had already given 
in their names. 

Your committee have the satisfaction to report the receipt 
of two letters from the German Bible Society at Basle, one 
dated the 1st of July 1809, and a second the 4th of A- 
pril, 1810. The contents of both are interesting. ‘(he 
first confirms the intimation in your committee’s last report 
of the probability of asecond edition of the German bible, 
by stating, that it had been actually completed, and a third 
begun. In consequence of further information contained in 
this letter, your commitiee were induced io remit to tie 
Society at Basle the sum of 200/. tor the purchase of 
French bibles and testaments, for sale or gratuitous distribu- 
tion in France, with a view to the particular accommoda- 
tion of large protestant congregations in Languedoc and 
other parts. 

The second letter thankfully acknowledges the receipt of 
this remmittance, and communicates the following interesting 
intelligence. 

That four thousand copies of the New Testament in 
French had been purchased, and sent to different depots, in 
Montbeliard, Nismes, and other places in France. From 
several parts in the south eastern provinces of that country, 
authentic accounts had been received, that many Roman 
Catholics requested copies of the New Testament, and had 
perused them with great eagerness and gratitude. The 
Komanese Testament, referred to in the last report of 
your committee, and stated to have been underiaken by 
a society of active christians at Basle, for the benefit 
of the mountainers in the Grisons, had been complet, 
ed, and received with extraordinary joy by that poor peo- 
ple. 

To the preceding information it was added, that a mem- 
ber of the Basle Society had engaged to print four thousand 
copies of the Old Testament in French, on condition that the 
committee would agree to take one thousand of them, and 
that this work had already advanced to the third sheet ; and 
further it appeared that there were two distinct dialects in 

use among the inhabitants of the Grisons, and that for the 
accommodation of all, it was desirable that the New Testa- 
ment shou'd be priated in both dialec:s. 
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Your committee, therefore, anxious to encourage these 
important undertakings, both with respect to France and the 
Grisons, re solved to assist the sucicty at Basle with a grant 
of 300/. tor the first object, and of 200/. for the second. 

It is important to observe, that but for such a medium ag 
the German Bible Society affords, no communication could 
have taken place between the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety and any partof France. 

Your committee have next to advert to their correspon- 
dence withthe Evangelical Society at Stockholm. !n their 
last report, they stated, that the sum cf 300/. had been re- 
mitted to that society for the purpose of enabling it to un- 
dertake an edition of the Swedish New Testament on 
standing types. Encouraged by this remittance, the So- 
ciety proceeded immediately to the execution of the 
work. The first sheet was printed in May ; and by intel- 
ligence, dated March 23, 1810, it appears, that the last 
sheet had left the press: and that a second edition of 
four thousand copies would be immediately underta- 
ken. 

A very satisfactory specimen of it has been received by 
your committee. It willbe gratifying to the British and Fo- 
reign Bible Society to be informed, that {without its timely 


assistance the accomplishment of this work must have been | 


considerably delayed. 

Your committee naturally entertained hopes, that an edi- 
tion of the Old ‘lestament in Swedish might also be printed ; 
and it was therefore with much satisfaction they learnt, that 
the Evangelicai Society at Stockholm had anticipated their 
expectations by a proposal to undertake it. Nor was that 
society wanting in its exertions to procure the necessary 
funds for this purpose, by a public solicitation of pecuniary 
contributions. It was, hewever, apparent, that, on account 
of the impoverishment occasioned by the war, the solicited 
assistance would not prove equal to the expenses of the un- 
dertaking ; and that the assistance of the British and Fo- 
reign Bible Society would still be required to forward the 
execution of it. In this conviction, and anxious to gratify 
the poor inhabitants of Sweden with a new edition of the 
whole bible, your committee determined to assist the 
Evangelical Society with a further grant of 300/. and they 
have the satisfaction to add, that, in consequence of this 
donation, the work was immediately begun, and Michael- 
“mas, 1811,is assigned as the expected period for 11s comple- 
tions ‘Lhe amount of contributio.s in Sweden, consider- 
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ing the pressure of the times, has indeed exceeded all ex- 
pectation, but it has by no means proved sufficient to render 
the assistance of the British and Foreign Bible Society su- 
perflucus. 

Your committee have also availed themselves of the as- 
sistance of the Evangelical Society at Stockholm, to print, 
at the expense of the British and Foreign Bible Society, a 
New ‘Testament in the dialect of Lapland, for the benefit 
of the inhabitants of that country. The necessity of this 
work (as the former cdition of 1755 was entirely exhausted) 
and the despair of accomplishing it, were forcibly pointed 
out to twu cerrespondents of your committee, by Bishop 
Norden, at Tornea. It appeared also, that in his diocese, 
which comprises the north of Sweden and Swedish Lapland, 
there were about ten thousand Laplanders, unacquainted with 
any language but that of their own country. The Bishop 
himself has undertaken to superintend the publication ; 
and the sum of 250/. has been votcd for an edition of 
three thousand copies of the New ‘iestament. A speci- 
men of this work has been received by your committee, 
who have. reason to believe, that it is by this trme considera 
bly advanced. 

The sate arrival, and due distribution of the bibles, sent 
by your committee for the use of the German colonists on 
the banks of the Wolga, have been acknowledged by the 
Rev. Mr. Hiemer, another pastor of a German congre- 
gation in that quaricr, who distributed part of them, and 
adds his testimony to that of the Rev. Mr. Kuber, in 
Catharinenstadt, that the present was received with the 
most lively emotions of gratitude. The second supply voted 
te them by your committee has probably reached them by 
this time. 

Your committee having learnt that the edition of the 
Arabic bibie, printing under the patronage of the Bishop 
of Durham, was considerably advanced, regarded this un- 
dertaking as one in which the funds of the seciety wouid be 
with the strictest propriety employed. Phey therefore resol. 
ved, that the sum of 250/. shoulu be granted in aid of this 
work, and that the society shouid tuke 500 copies of the sume 
at the selling price, when the impression siiall have been com- 
pleted. 

Your committee have now to advert to the transaciions 
of the society with Indias On this susicct it is only neces- 


sary to report, that the corresponding commiiee of the Bri. 
tish and Foreiga Bivie Sociciy ia Bergai nave availed them. 
selves of the pecuniary aid furnished for promoting 1 
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translation and printing of the Scriptures in the dialects of 
Hindustar ; these translations are proceeding in the most 
extensive manner by various hands. Official accounts of 
the manner in which the Society’s funds have been applied 
in promoting these translations, have been announced, as 
transmitted by the corresponding committce, but have not 
yet been received. Copies of the New ‘Testament in Sans- 
crit, and of the four gospels in Hindustannee, printed 
by the Missionaries at Serampore, have been presented to 
your committee; and a bill for 1000), drawn upon 
your Society, and subscribed by all the members of. the 
corresponding committee at Calcutta, has been duly ho- 
noured, 

Under the head of Foreign Connexions, it only remains 
briefly to report some very interesting information respect- 
ing Ceylon, for which your committee are indebted to Sir 
Alexander Joh nstone, who is lately returned from that island. 
The number of natives there subject to the British govern- 
ment, is computed at 2 million and a half; their languages 
are the Cingalese and Tamul. Nearly the first three books 
of the Old Testament, and the whole of the New, have been 
translated into the Cingalese, and printed at Columbo, at the 
charge of government, for the purpose of supplying the na- 
tives professing christianity, who are said to be very nume- 
rous.- It was further stated, that the means of printing at 
Columbo were very limited, and that it was desirable they 
should be extended. 

‘This information naturally suggested to your committee 
a desire to supply the inhabitants of Ceylon more extensive- 
ly with the Holy Scriptures ; and the question which occu- 
pied their consideration was, whether this eould be most ad- 
vantageously done, by printing a Cingalese edition of the 
Scriptures in this country, or by affording such assistance as 
might facilitate the means of printing them on that island. 
Your committee have not yet obtained sufficient informa- 
tion on this interesting subject to enable them to adopt a 
determination upon it, but have taken the means to procure 
it, by directing inquiries to be made in this country, and by 
opening a correspondence for the same purpose, both with 
Holland and Ceylon. 

The last report of your committee noticed the institution 
of a Bible Society at Philadelphia, and expressed their 
hopes, that similar establishments would be formed through- 
out the several states in the American Union. These ex- 
pectations have not been disappointed. Two Societies have 
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been established in New York; one underthe:denomination 
of “ The Young Men’s Bible Society,” and another under 
the designation of the “‘ New York Bible Society.” ‘The 
latter,%0f which the Reverend Dr. Livingston is President, 
owes its origin professedly “ to the laudable example of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society ;” and it has applied to 
your committee for information, counsel, and aid. ‘To 
encourage and assist the exertiens of this new institution, a 
grant of one hundred pounds has been made to it by your 
committee, who have also deemed it adviseable to recom- 
mend the incorporation of the two societies into one institu- 
tion. 

Your committee have also received intelligence, that Bi- 
ble Societies have been formed in Connecticut, Massachu- 
setts, and New Jersey, and for the district of Maine; the 
particulars of the institutions at the two last mentioned 
places have not reached them; but they possess printed 
accounts of the constitution of the Societies in Connecticut 
and Massachusetts, and have presented the former with 
a donation of 50/. and the latter with 100/. in aid of its 
funds. 

Of the probable utility of these several associations, a 
satisfactory idea may be formed from the intelligence which 
has been transmitted from America, expressing, that the 
demand for bibles, since the commencement of the distribu- 
tion of them by the Society at Philadelphia, has exceeded all 
expectation. 

Your committee, having thus summarily reported the 
most material of their foreign transactions, will proceed 
to state the oecurrences_of the last year, within the United 
Kingdom, in connexion with the British and Foreign Bible 
Society. 

On this occasion it is impossible to pass unnoticed an 
event which has filled your committee with the deepest 
regret, the death of one of the vice-presidents of the 
Society, the lamented and most respected late Bishop 
of London. They are persuaded that every Member 
of the Institution will cordially sympathize with them 
on this expression of their feelings, as a tribute no less 
due to the public and private virtues ot that venera- 


ble prelate, than to the station which he held in this Soci- 
ety: 


(To BE CONCLU®ED IN OUR NEXT.) 
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MIDNIGHT. 


How sweet is the night, when in silver beams stray ing ? 
The moon soitly tinges the. still gliding wave! I 
White in whispers the breeze ’mong the branches is playing, 
And soft fails the leaf, in its watery grave. 


No sound strikes the ear, save the soul -soothing murmur, 
The water-f.ll sends on the breath of the night, 
Whilst echo repeats the low sound, long, and firmer, 
_ And cheers the lull’d bosom with simple delight. 


The summer-house built *neath the boughs of the willow, a 
Hangs pensiv ely over the breeze-dimp)’ cd stream ; a 
While the moon’s silver radiance bespangles the billow, 


That sparkles, and melts in the sott trembling gleam. " 
bs 

Z 

Sure the mild scene is spread to remove every sorrow, i 
“To cheer the lone bosom with rapture si.cere ;— 4 
From pleasures like these sweet reflection should borrow, e 
A something to dry up the grief-falling tear. oe 
How sweet are the hours of a Jone contemplation, 2 
When silence, and moonlight repose on the scene! “ 
va 

The heart then can offer a purer ov lation, % 
‘Than when the gay objects of day intervene. 0 

| oN 

Rea) 

Is not this a season to friendship improving, ry 


Or love, to become an affection divine ! 
And religiva, in strains Uiat are solemnly moving, 
To heaven the thoughts of her Losom resiga? 


O! may virtue forever afford me protection ; 
Inculeate her p ecepts, and guide me im truth; 
May my hee#rt be the seat of no baneful affection, 
Te embiiter in age, or to sully in youth. 
D. C.J. 
October, 1810. 





We understand the above was written by a young lady 


of sixteen. a 
: rs 
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Original Poetry. 


REDEEMING LOV&.,. 


Jo our dear Lord and Saviour, 
\\ ho lov’d us, sinners, so, 
£ That in his blood he wash’d us, 
ss | To save from endiess wo; 


And to his God and Father, 
Us kings and priests ordain’d ; 
And we shall reign forever, 
When time and nature end; 


To him be endless honours, 
Be glory power and praise, 


“a 
i Ascri'’d by hosts angelic, 

i, And his redeemed -race.* 

" Once on the cross extended, 

be ‘Our mighty debt to pay, 

tq He op’d the crimson fountain 

FE Which wash’d our sins away. 
Low in the grave’s dark mansion 
ba He laid his sacred head ; 

3 The Lord of life and glory 

4 Was numbered with the dead. 
iy 

oe Now far above the heavens 

oA ' Our great High Priest is gone; 
a There heaveniy hosts adore hina 


And bow before his throne. 


Lo! the great day approaches, 
When with the clouds he’ll come, 

And summons to the judgment 
The dwelicr’s of the tomb. 


Then every eye shall see him 
Array'd in glories bright; 

And ali nis foes that pierc’d bim 
Shall tremble at the sight.¢ 





* Rev. i. 5,6. + Eph, iv. 10. 1 Pet. iii. 22. $ Rev. i. Y. 
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But tho’ by sins we pierc’d him, 
Yet washed in his blood 

We hope with joy to meet him, 
And see our Saviour God. 


Bless’d day! when to his Father 
His ransom’d host he'll bring ; 

When we shall reign forever 
With him our God and King. 


Then all his saints and angels 
Shall raise their endless song, 

And sing the matchless praises 
Which to the Lamb belong. 


Loud as the roar of ocean, 
When toss’d by tempests high ; 
Loud as the pealing thunders 
Which rend the vaulted sky. 


Loud as the voice of millions 
O’er all th’ etherial plains ; 

Yet sweetas harps of angels 
Attun’d to heavenly strains.* 


Angels shall sing, He’s worthy 
All honours to obtain ; 

Worthy our tongues shall answer, 
Since he for us was slain ; 


And hath to God redcem’d us 
By his own precious bleod, 
From every tongue and kindred, 

O’er all the earth abroad.+ 


Break silence, every creature 

In heaven and earth and seas, 
Let all the vast creation 

Spread the Redeemer’s praise. 


Be blessing, honour, glory, 
Given to the sacred name ; 

To Him that’s throned in heaven, 
And likewise to the Lamb.t+ 


% Rev. xiv. 2. xix. 6 + Rev,ve 9. §£ Rew v. 13. 
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Original Poetry. 
DEATH AND ETERNITY. 


Hew empty all this world contains 
Our earthly pleasures and our pains! 
How swiftly time’s impetuous course 
Bears us beyond these mortal shores! 


Our life’s a shade a fleeting dream ; 
The joys which court our fond esteem, 
Dissolved, like phantoms, in the air, 
Elude our grasp and disappear. 


What woes o’erspread this vale of tears! 
Acd ever nigh the grave appears ! 

How soon we yield our mortal breath, 
And sleep in the cold arms of death ! 


But oh! beyond, what scenes disclose ; 
Of endless joys, and endless woes! 
A judgment day! a heaven or hell, 
In which our souls must ever dwell! 


Thrice happy saints, divinely bless’d, 
Who in the arms of Jesus rest; 

Their victory’s won, their conflict’s o’er; 
They’ve gained.the safe, the blissful shore. 


Almighty Father, gracious God, 
I thee beseech, by Jesus’ blood, 
Lead me into that promis’d rest, 
Oh! may my latter end be bless’d! 


otitis a 


THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


On Tuesday the 25th September, the annual examina- 
tion was held, in the Divinity College at Andover. The 
visitors, trustees, and other gentlemen present, were much 
gratified with the progress made by the aacmbers of that in- 
stitution, in the various studies to which their time had been 
devoted. . 

Sixteen young gentlemen having completed the teria of 
their connexion with the College, go forth to supply the va- 
cancies in our churches, or to be otherwise employed in 
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diffusing christianity, at home or abroad, as shall be order- 
ed bv the great Head of the church in his wise and holy 
Providence. Their names are Ephraim Abbot, Winthro 
Bailey, John R. Crane, Hooper Cumming, Abel Cutler, 
John Field, John Frost, Adoniram Judson, Samuel T. 
Mills, Samuel Newell, Samuel Nott, Gamaliel S. Olds, Sa- 
muel Parker, Sylvester Selden, Richard S. Storrs, and Na- 
thaniel Swift. 

One of the young gentlemen, (John Frost of Sandgate, 
Vt.) delivered a valedictory address, which was highly cre- 
ditable to the author, and to the institution. 

The exercises of the day were opened and closed by 
prayer. 

The whole number of those who have been admitted into 
this infant Seminary, is sixty seven. Two are deceased, 
nine have been regularly dismissed, and fifty six were mem- 
bers at the time of examination. 


( Panoplist: 


—-—— 


Religious Tract Society- 


A Religious Tract Society has been lately established in 
the city of New York. ‘The terms are as follows; eve 
person who subscribes two dollars, becomes a member of 
the Society ; and is entitled to receive that amount in Tracts, 
at the rate of fifteen cents a hundred 12mo pages ; and ever 
after retains the privilege of purchasing at that rate to any 
amount. 

A selection of matier has been made, and Tracts have 
been published by Messrs. Williams and Whiting. 

(Ib. 


Savannah Bible Society. 


A Bible Society has lately been formed in Savannah, 
Georgia. Between fifteen aud sixteen hundred dollars had 
been subscribed last July, exclusive of annual subscriptions. 
Much additional aid was expected from the interior coun- 
try. 

From the funds, $500 have been remitted for the pur- 
chase of Bibles and Testaments. 

Our readers will be pleased to hear that there are almost 


1700 black communicants, belonging to the different churches 
ur Savannah. 


(Ib. 
D. 
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April, July and October, annually, on penalty of twenty five | 


cents. got ' i 
10. The librarian shall, in a béok kept for that rpose, © 
record the names of the proprietors, and transfers of shares,’ 
He shall keep a catslogue of the books in the library, of the: >, 
additions made to the library, and if presents are made, the 
name and place of abode of the donor. . Each book shall be 
Rumbered, and kept neatly covered with paper. , Fi 
11. ‘he librarian shall enter in a book, the names of per- | 
suns taking out books, the number of the book, and the time 
of taking out and returning the same. 3 
12. Books, when returnedy shall be carefully inspected by 
the librarian, and damages assessed in the following manner; 
If ‘a book be lost, the borrower shall, replace’ it or pay for. 
the damage, at the discretion of the librarian, if the books 
Tost belong to a set of books, he shall take the remaining! 
volumes and pay for the whole, or replace them by a new: 
set; for tearing off a cover, the price of a new binding the, 
volume ; and for less damagés to the cover,.in the samé 
proportion; for every spot of ink, or greese, two cents, anda 
for every leaf through which it penetrates after the first, om 
cent; for tearing out a leat or soiling a page, from twe 
cents to théivalue of the:volume ; for teaFing out a partof! 
leaf in the same proportion ; for turning down a leaf, om 
cent. ee 4 s 
13. Each proprietof*shall be farnished with a print 
copy of the regulations; and a catalogue of the books. J 
printed abstract of the most important rules shall be paste 
on a blank page of each book, together withthe numbers 
the said book. | a 
14. Students in divinity and members of ' Dickinson @ 
lege shall be allowed to borrow books from. the said libm 
on paying for the use of the same, such sums as the com 
tee shall judge proper. | a 
15. If, at any future period, the committee shall judg 
expedient that books shal] be lent out to any otherperst 
besides those before mentioned, they shall have power 
the same, on such terms as they shall deem proper: | | 
Carlisle, March 25th, 1810. roe 
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